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SUMMARY

Nine 
-species 

of reptiles and one species of amphibian are reported from the island of
Kastellorizo. One of the teptiles (Ophiomons punctatissimus (Bibrin and Bory) ) ls new for the
Eastern Aegean Islands. Some zoogeogmphical conclusions are also reponel.

INTRODUCTION

The herpetofauna of rhe easrem Aegean islands has been I i l t le sludied.

During the fal l  of 19812 and l9E2 we visired rhe island ofKastel lorizo which l ies in lhe south_east
part of the Aegean Archipelago, near the peninsula of Lycia. Kastellorizo is l40km. from
Rhodes island arid 2km. from Lycia.

Thc area of the island is approximately l0km:. The vegetation ls mainly phnsana with Gerlrtd
acanthoclada and Thytrut capitatus-'fhe culrivar€d areas do nor erceedb.5k.{ Th" ont,/ tno*n
species ofthc hcrpetofauna of the island is the afi.\phibi^r Meftensie!ta /,rc,hani(Steindachner,
l89l) mentioned by Kiorrsis and all, 1974.

METHODS AND LOCALITIES

We colleg!:d animals €specially from J Iocalities: l. Agios loannis;2. Acheres;and 3. Megisri
(Fig. 

_l). The ftlst locality is rocky and covered by phrygana, the second is in planted -and
abandoncd cultivations and the third is around thc only village of the island. Furthermore we
walked around all thc island and collected anirnals also from Agios Stefanos and Agia Triada.

RESULTS

Nine species of reptiles and one species of amphibian were determined fiom the collected
spccimens. From the repliles 2 species beiong to Gekkonidae,2to Scitcidae, I toAgamidae,l to
Amphisbaenidae ADd 3 to Colubridae. The Amphibian belongs to the fafilly Satamandridae.

Amphibiaff

Mertensiella luschani (Steindachner, l89l )
52 specimens from all localities.

Thc spccies is distributed on Karpathos Island (pieper, 1963), Kastellorizo Island
(Kiortsis and all 1974) and Asia Minorwherc 5 subspecies are mentioned (Basoglou l97g)-

Reptil€s

Cy tuAbcrytus kotschyi (SEi;dachner, I870)
2 specimens from localities I and 2

One of the specimens found on a stone in A. Ioannis region and the other on a wall on
Acheres region. It is distributed in S. Italy, Balkans, Greece, Israel and lran (Me.rens.
1960).

Hemidactylus turcicus (Linnaeys, 1758)
I specimen from locaiity 3

It was found on a wall. It is dist buted in all the Meditteranean area (Mertens, 1960).



Ophiomonts pu',ctdtiJjinuj (Bibron and Bory, 1833)
I spccimen from locality I

It was found in tbc soil. [i is distributcd in the Petloponesc, Kylhcra (Arnold, l97E) and
Turkcy in Xanthus (Aodcrson aod Lcviton 1966).

This is thc first rsport of thc sprcics in ftc Eartcrn Aegcan Islands.

Abl.phdnt kitaih i (Eibroo and Bory lt33)
I spccimcn from locality 3

It is distribut d in thc isla[ds of thc Acgcan Archipclago aDd Asia Minor(Mcncns, 1950)-

Agona stellio (Linnaeys, 1758)
2 spccimens from localitics l, 4

They were found lying on the ruins of buildings. It is distributed in some islands of th€
Cyclades in thc castcm islands of Acgcan, in Asia Miror, Wcst Asia and North Africa
cxccpt Egypt (Mcrtcns, 1960).

Blan'lt sttuuchi (B.&zga, 1884)
I spcciocn from localiry I

It was fouod on thc soil. It has bccrl rcponed from Rhodcs, Kos (Wettsteh 1953),Turkcy
(Basoglou 1977), dlso frotn a small islands ncar the south wcst coast ofAsia Minor (Balan,
1984).

Coluber rovergie (Ra$s, 1833)
2 specimcns from localities I and 2

Thcy werc found in cultivatcd ficlds. It has bc.n rcponed from Rhodes(wettsteir, 1953),
Kalymnos (Schncidcr, 1983) afld Turkcy (Brsoglou, 1980).

Eirenis nadestu-s (Manin, 1838)
2 spccimcns from localitics I and 2

Thcy werc found under ston6. It is distributed in Asia Minor, Mltilini Island, Chios
Islaod, Samos Island, Cyprus, Mcsopotamia and N.w. Iran (McrtcDs, 1960).

Malpolon monspet$.laruJ (Hermann, I t04)
I spccimcn from locality 2

It is distributcd in all th€ Mcditcrrancan arca.

DISCUSSION

Thc prescncc of thc spccirs E. nodest6, C. rarergieri, B. trnuchl, A. and M. fuJcrdri sh ows that
Kastelorizo is a typical castem island,likc all the islands ncar thc Asia Minorcoasts, The other
spoci6 havc a wid6prcad distribution in a thc Mcditcrrancar, Balkan atld Asia Mino] regions.

Thc prcscncc of O, prratdruJirtu in Kastclorizo and also in thc Pcloponesses and Kythem and
its abs€ncc from thc islands bctwccn .mphasises onc of thc main zoogcographical problems of
thc Acgean, sincc many other sp€cica show the samc distribution, fot crampl. Zonhes algrirus
(Gastropoda, Zonitidac) mentioncd by Ricdcl, 1979.
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FIGURE l. Map of Kastellorizo Island
l. Agios Ioannis 4. Asia Triada
2. Acheres 5. A;ios Srefanos
3. Megisti
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